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At the Annual Dinner of the Board of Trustees, held this past June in 
the Clifford Homan Meeting and Event Center on CHNK’s Devou 
Park campus, Board President Bob Hawksley and Vice President Jeff 
Thomas swore in two new trustees: Nancy Barone and State Rep. 
Diane St. Onge. 

Barone, who serves as the Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
for University of Cincinnati Medical Center, has nearly 30 years of 
experience in the healthcare field. She holds a Doctor of Education 
degree from Northern Kentucky University, where she is also a part-
time faculty member. Nancy is an affiliate faculty member at Xavier 
University and has served on multiple nonprofit boards throughout her 
career. Nancy first joined CHNK’s board as a subject matter expert on 
the Program Committee. In her role as trustee, she now serves as the 
committee chairperson, using her healthcare expertise to help CHNK 
navigate new waters in the behavioral health arena.  

State Representative Diane St. Onge has lived and worked in Northern 
Kentucky for nearly 30 years. Prior to serving as the Representative for 
the 63rd House District, Diane taught Spanish at Blessed Sacrament 
School, earned a law degree from Chase College of Law, has been 
admitted to practice by the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky and the Supreme Court of the United States of America, 
elected to City Council for the City of Lakeside Park, and most 
recently acted as Director of the Northern Kentucky Republican 
Victory Office for the 2010 election period. Diane first joined the 
board as a subject matter expert for CHNK’s Program Committee; she 
continues on the committee as a trustee.
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Thanks to our Fiscal Year 2016 
Communications Sponsors
Our communications 
sponsors underwrite the cost 
of our communication efforts 
- including the Homefront 
newsletter - so that CHNK 
can easily and regularly stay 
in touch with you at no cost 
to the Home. 

Welcome to the Board! 
New Fiscal Year Brings Two New Faces  
to Board of Trustees

Lally Pipe & Tube
Division of LB Industries, Inc.

Nancy Barone, Ed.D., 
M.S.N., M.B.A., 

FACHE

State Representative
Diane St. Onge



         
    For What It’s Wurth...

SAVE THE DATE
Banjos for Better Futures 

Join us at the 2nd annual DevouGrass Music and Arts Festival on 
Saturday, September 26! This free, family-friendly event – hosted 
by the Devou Good Project – takes place from noon to dusk at 

Covington’s Devou Park bandshell. In addition to bluegrass music 
and children’s performers, DevouGrass features local artisan 
vendors, hands-on creative stations for kids, and food trucks. 

100% of the proceeds from donations and merchandise sales will 
benefit CHNK’s adolescent substance use disorder services. 

For more information, visit www.devougrass.com. 
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Ever wonder where you’d end up if you took  
your dog for a walk and never once pulled back 
on the leash?                                                      — Robert Brault

I spent a recent Saturday morning walking in CHNK’s first 5k Race in 
Devou Park. I had the privilege of walking with one of our residents from 
Cottage C who was fascinated that I brought my Airedale puppy to drag 
me up the hills of Devou Park.  My young resident companion did not 
stop talking once … for the duration of the 5k.  He told me about the 
fact that he wanted to be a police officer when he grew up.  (He took the 
opportunity to introduce himself to several policemen who were assisting 
with traffic throughout the course.)  When the young resident noted that 
some of the hills were hard to climb, it gave me an opportunity to say a brief word about life being like that 
sometimes.  It dawned on me that he probably had a better take on that as a child in state’s custody than I did.  
In the end, I think our walk and our talk was therapeutic for both of us. 

A few weeks later, I found myself sitting in a room at our Burlington campus watching all of our residents 
learning American Sign Language.  One of our new residents is deaf.  The other kids and the staff at the 
campus decided that they wanted to learn ASL so that they could communicate directly with their newest 
housemate.  I watched as the adult interpreter handed over the class to our deaf resident who proudly went to 
the front of the room and taught the rest of us a plethora of sports terms.  The experience of watching these 
teenage boys and staff signing together created an incredible sense of what a healing community CHNK is.

CHNK is walking daily with a very wide variety of kids … kids who are Muslim, from Appalachia, who are 
from higher socio-economic status backgrounds, who are part of the GLBTQ community, who are deaf, and 
who hurt from varieties of abuse, neglect, or harm that addiction brings.  CHNK speaks multiple languages 
and walks many paths – all leading to opportunity and hope for better lives.  Thanks for being a part of this 
exciting mission with us.

Rick W. Wurth, 
Chief Executive Officer
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Saturday, September 26



              

When it comes to finding a perfect example of 
servant leadership, you don’t have to look further 
than CHNK Board of Trustees President Bob 
Hawksley. From facilitating board meetings to 
introducing new friends to the agency to lending his 
professional expertise on matters related to physical 
plant needs across the Home’s three campuses, Bob 
is intimately involved in all facets of CHNK life.  

Bob joined the CHNK Board of Trustees in 2011, 
and given his “day job” – as Chief Executive Officer 
of Fischer Homes – he quickly found his niche as 
chairperson of the Board’s Real Estate and Facilities 
Committee. Under his leadership and guidance, 
the committee mapped out a renovation plan that 
resolved years of deferred maintenance and helped 
the Home’s facilities better serve the needs of its 
treatment lines.  

“One of the messages I wanted to make sure we 
sent to the youth served by CHNK is that we’re 
committed to providing them a safe, secure, and 
nice place to live,” Bob shares. “We initially took 
on some ‘quick win’ projects, such as upgrading the 
security camera system and installing new kitchen 
equipment in all of our residential cottages. But 
we’ve also launched larger initiatives, such as the 
recent $5.2 million renovation of the administration 
building that helped expand treatment lines.” 

Bob is in his second year as President of the Board 
of Trustees, a position he was unanimously voted in 
to by his fellow Board members. For new members, 
he serves as the role model for an ideal trustee – he 
takes an active role not just in the governance of the 
agency, but also in fundraising and advocacy. He 
and his wife Karen have been members of CHNK’s 
Shinkle Society – the premier giving circle for the 
Home – since 2012. And he is typically one of the 
first Board members to purchase tickets to agency 
fundraising events, such as the annual Junior Board 
Charity Ball. In 2013, Bob even hosted a cocktail 
party in his home to personally introduce neighbors, 
colleagues, and friends to the mission of CHNK. 

“My wife and I are blessed to have five children and 
two grandchildren, and we’re able to provide them 
with what they need,” explains Bob. “Through my 
work at CHNK, my goal is to help kids in the wider 
community who are at-risk and in need. I’m just 
hoping to play a small part in making this world a 
better place and helping those in need of support 
and encouragement.”

Leading by Example
CHNK Board President Talks the Talk 
and Walks the Walk

79th

Junior Board
CHARITY

BALL
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Bob and wife Karen regularly attend CHNK events, 
including the annual Junior Board Charity Ball.

SAVE THE DATE
79th Annual Junior Board Charity Ball

Saturday, November 14 
6:30 to 11:30 p.m.

Cincinnati Airport Marriott

Individual tickets are $100 each.  
Businesses and individuals interested in 

advertising and/or sponsorship opportunities can  
contact the CHNK Office for Development  

at 859.292.4135 or visit  
www.chnk.org/charityball. 
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Edgewood resident Dan Mistler is well known in 
the community for his 32-year legal career – most 
recently as an attorney with DBL Law – as well 
as his volunteerism at various Northern Kentucky 
outreach organizations, including Children’s Home 
of Northern Kentucky. But Dan’s connection to 
CHNK began much earlier in his life ... when he 
was only three years old. 

When Dan’s father died at the young age of 35, his 
mother, a widow with five children to support, turned 
to CHNK for help. Dan and his siblings, Nancy, 
Alice, William, and Laura, lived at CHNKfor two 
years, until their mother – who had secured a job 
working at the Home so she could stay close to them 
– was able to support and reunite them. 

“When I became an attorney, my mother told me 
that she didn’t care what area of law I practiced,  
but to always remember that a lot of people helped 
us,” Dan shares. “So I had to help others as much as 
I could.” 

Dan has been an advocate for children for many 
years in many capacities, but after attending a 
reunion at CHNK, he was motivated to join the 
Home in its mission – as a member of its Board 
of Trustees. This fiscal year, Dan will complete 
nearly a decade of service on the Board. He and his 
family still remain close to the Home, though, even 

adopting a room in 
the newly renovated 
administration building. 
The space now boasts 
a framed photo of 
Dan’s mother and a 
dedication plaque. 

Dan has come full 
circle with CHNK, 
from resident to 
advocate and executive 
officer of the Board. Just as CHNK built a bridge 
to hope and opportunity when Dan’s family needed 
it most, Dan continues to build bridges to better 
futures for those in need in our community.

Coming Full Circle
Former Resident Pays It Forward 

2015 RTS of the Year
CHNK Cottage Manager Quentin Turley received recognition 
at this year’s Annual Dinner of the Board of Trustees as the 2015 
Residential Treatment Specialist of the Year. Selected 
for the award by CHNK’s leadership team and peers, Quentin 
exemplifies the vision of our Home and excels in teamwork, 
accountability, adaptability, and reliability. He regularly 
contributes to the effectiveness, efficiency, and excellence of the 
agency, and he is a role model and true bridge builder for the 
youth in his care. Congratulations, Quentin! 
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