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Lindsey Shackelford, Champions Therapist 
and Chris Rebholz, Champions Specialist

Sara Warner, 
Recreation Therapist 
and Amy Lindley, 
Activities Coordinator

Bill Marsh, 
Residential Treatment
Supervisor

Peggy Woodkins, 
Residential Treatment Specialist

Tracey Jolly, 
Chief Financial Officer



Rewarding Competence through Compassion
CommunitY partners raLLY to support home’s ForWard momentum

dear Bridge Builders:
 
Nothing inspires more confidence and enthusiasm as a 
winning team. 
 
Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky is a winning team. 
there is a forward momentum underway in our agency that is 
simply unparalleled in recent history. our existing child-caring 
program for the 42 boys living with us is enjoying a fantastic 
successful discharge rate. similarly, the Champions program – 
our community-based outreach to youth needing specialized 
assistance in grades 6 through 9 – is in full swing, actively 
working on keeping these kids in school, off the street, with 
their families, and out of secured detention. a third northern Kentucky school district is now 
requesting to be a part of this initiative. Lastly, ChnK is actively making preparations to launch 
a new line of care coming in January 2014: psychiatric residential treatment. this line of care 
will be unique to ChnK. no other facility in northern Kentucky offers this service to youth who 
need specialized residential care following psychiatric hospitalization. Children’s Home of 
Northern Kentucky is leading the way. 
 
on top of all of this, we are in the midst of a 2.1 million dollar real estate and facilities 
improvement project that will improve all buildings on both of our campuses so that 
the youth in our care will benefit from a safe, homelike, therapeutic environment. our 
improvements campaign will benefit programs, staff, and visitors and will let the community 
know that our work here is a work of dignity and respect. the buildings and property 
themselves will speak a word about that dignity.
 
all of these developments point us toward a fundamental truth: At CHNK, we bridge 
competence with compassion. our work is not simply about empathy or feelings. our 
work is first and foremost about competencies. the 60 women and men on staff are skilled 

www.chnk.org                                    

Quentin Turley
Residential Supervisor

Quentin turley, supervisor of one of our residential treatment cottages, had just 
completed a full shift when one of the boys from his cottage required a trip to the 
er due to illness. rather than find another team member on duty to accompany 
the resident to the hospital, Quentin chose to do so himself. When the hospital 
decided to admit the resident, Quentin stayed with him overnight (despite having 
already worked a 10-hour day) to ensure safety, security, and a familiar face. this 
act of compassion exemplifies what it means to be a team member at ChnK. it 
isn’t just about a job or a paycheck; it’s about coming together as a team for the 
greater good and treating one another – and the children in our care – as family. 
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We are blessed to have community partners who make our work possible. We thank in a special way the following 
donors who provided major gifts to the home during our current fiscal year (July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013):

Building Management Partners
The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./US Bank Foundation

George A. Renaker (MD) Charitable Foundation
Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trusts, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Schmidt
The John A. Schroth Family Charitable Trust, PNC Bank Trustee

Jack J. Smith, Jr. Charitable Trust, PNC Bank and Karen B. Wachs, Co-Trustees
Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing N.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Zembrodt

Combined, these donors’ gifts total nearly $425,000.00 in support for our agency and the children and families we 
serve. thank you for being leaders among our extensive team of bridge builders!

professionals who are masters in responding to youth in crisis 
and trauma, providing all of the support services needed to 
cross a bridge to a better future.

these competent and compassionate staff members are joined 
daily by an army of supporters and friends. one example: Kay 
Geiger, Mary Alice Koch, Jay Wuest, and the team at PNC Bank 
have surrounded this home with a mantle of comfort and 
protection to ensure that competent compassion continues to 
be extended to the hundreds of youth and their families who 
will come to our front doors. to celebrate this engagement with 
our home, the ChnK Board of trustees and management team 
unanimously elected to give the 2013 Bridge Builder of the Year 

award to PNC Regional 
President Kay Geiger
and PNC Bank. Kay 
and representatives
from her team will accept the award at our 
annual shinkle society Gala. 

additionally, the Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./US Bank Foundation has been a partner 
with this home for decades ensuring that our winning team has the tools it needs to win the 
game. individual neighbors with names like Schmidt, Wilson, and Zembrodt are stepping up 
to plate – not waiting for the state or government to respond to children in crisis – but 
personally getting involved so that hope and opportunity might not be words on paper, but 
living realities for children in our care. These partners are powering forward momentum. 
to them and to all of you, i say thank you.
 

rick W. Wurth
Ceo

Kay Geiger, Regional President 
of PNC Bank and 2013 CHNK 

Bridge Builder of the Year



Currently in the state of Kentucky, children are placed in secure 
detention for non-violent, at-risk behavior (i.e., “status offenses”). 
these behaviors include skipping school, being late for school, 
running away from home, purchasing/possessing tobacco, 
drugs, or alcohol, and being classified as “beyond control of 
parents or school.” there is no therapeutic element to secure 
detention; it simply introduces a child to the judicial system. 
additionally, secure detention or incarceration is the most 
expensive response to these issues. in 2010, KY taxpayers spent 
nearly $2 million to lock up children for status offenses, with Kentucky ranking second in the nation of states 
locking up non-violent youth, and Kenton County ranking #1 in the state. 

developed over the course of seven months last year and launched as a pilot in august 2012, our home’s  
Champions program offers a preventative, therapeutic approach for children identified as being at risk of becoming 
status offenders. For the pilot, we partnered with Covington independent public schools (Cips) to “test drive” the 
program. a team of four ChnK employees – Mariah Snapp, Chris Rebholz, Jamie Siler, and Lindsey Shackelford – 
work directly with school administrators and court-designated workers to identify and work with students in grades 
6-9 who struggle with at-risk behaviors.

“the Champions program is addressing the barriers for students to allow them to increase their chances for 
success,” shares Lynda Jackson, superintendent of Cips. “this comprehensive program is changing lives and 
families in Covington. school officials and parents are reporting better grades, attendance, and behavior. Families 
are reporting better group dynamics in the home and greater respect.”

to date, over 100 students have participated in the program, with a successful program completion rate of 88%. 
at the time of program completion, 61% of these students experienced improvements with attendance, 36% 
experienced academic performance improvements, and 57% improved their school behaviors. 

For the 2013-2014 school year, ChnK will again partner with Covington independent public schools, in addition 
to adding erlanger-elsmere schools to the fold. discussions are also taking place with Boone County schools for a 
potential partnership. While the program was privately funded for the pilot, Champions sustainment and expansion 
are dependent now on stakeholder groups willing to share in the cost of what has been proven to be an effective 
program for youth in northern Kentucky.

“Champions program services are helping families overcome the obstacles that stand in the way of the child’s 
academic success,” comments Jackson. “Champions has placed one more tool in the toolkit to break the cycle of 
poverty for the children of Covington.”

Champions Pilot Expands in Year Two
KeepinG Kids in sChooL and With their FamiLies
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Chris Rebholz
Champions Specialist

our home values continuing education and professional development for our 
team members, and we’re thrilled to announce that Chris rebholz graduated 
this may from Xavier university with a master’s degree in Clinical mental 
health Counseling. Chris joined the ChnK team in 2006 as a specialist for our 
community-based services program. after a brief stint in 2008 at the university 
of missouri, Chris returned to ChnK in 2009 in the same role. Chris not only 
worked full time for the home; he also attended grad school in his “free” time. 
Congratulations, Chris, on this fantastic accomplishment and for being a part 
of our team!



  

Class of 2013 Shinkle Society
Compassionate hearts and adventurous spirits

there are some people in this world with compassionate hearts – people who shed a tear when they 
see someone in pain, who reach out when they see one who has been rejected, who celebrate another’s 
victory. there are some people in this world with adventurous spirits – people who are open to 
possibilities; who say, “Why not?” members of our shinkle society are the epitome of what happens 
when a compassionate heart is married with an adventurous spirit.
 
established as an annual premier giving circle in 2011, the shinkle society provides our home with the 
most versatile of financial gifts – the unrestricted dollar. unrestricted funds allow our team to address 
the most critical, most urgent needs of the home as those needs arise. since its inception, the shinkle 
society has welcomed 31 individuals and businesses as members of either the Class of 2011 or the Class 
of 2012, and in many cases, both. Just in two years’ time, membership in the shinkle society has grossed 
nearly $250,000.00 in unrestricted funding that directly impacts the 700+ children and families we serve 
each year at this home. WoW!
 
now, as we bring our fiscal year to a close on June 30, we are in the midst of plans for our first big 
celebration of the new year – the 2013 shinkle society Gala. scheduled for sunday, august 11 at the 
drees pavilion in devou park, the gala provides us with an opportunity to publically recognize and 
celebrate the Class of 2013 shinkle society members. We would love to have you join us, either as a 
member of the society or as a guest for dinner, as we toast the new class!
 
membership in the society is $5,000.00 for the year and includes two seats at the gala and other home 
events, special vip gatherings, and recognition in various print and online communications. or, for 
businesses interested in a corporate sponsorship, $15.000.00 guarantees a table for eight at the shinkle 
society Gala, a full page ad in the event program, recognition during the event, and recognition in 
various print and online communications. and for individuals wanting to join us just for the party, 
event tickets are $100.00 each.
 
Gifts can be made online by visiting www.chnk.org/shinkle-society or by using the remittance envelope 
included with this newsletter. or, you can make your gift over the phone by calling our development 
office at 859.261.8768. We also understand that sometimes the answer isn’t “no,” but it might be “not 
right now.” if you’re presently unable to support the shinkle society at one of the above-noted levels, 
please know that no gift is too small to begin building bridges to better futures for abused, neglected, 
and at-risk children. every dollar is noticed, needed, and appreciated.
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CHNK  is proud to partner with our Communications Sponsors:

these sponsors underwrite the cost of our communication efforts - including this edition of homefront - 
so that our home can easily and regularly stay in touch with you at no cost to the home.

Would you or your business be interested in helping build bridges to better futures by sponsoring our 
communication efforts? sponsorship opportunities for our 2014 fiscal year are now available! 

Contact our development office at 859.261.8768 for more details.

?  ?  ?  ?  ?
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2013 Shinkle Society Gala
Sunday, August 11, 2013

5-9 p.m. • Drees Pavilion, Devou Park

Join us as we recognize & celebrate
the Shinkle Class of  2013!

Event tickets are available for $100.00 each
 at www.chnk.org/shinkle-society or 

by calling 859.261.8768.

   Shinkle Society
                       at ChiLdren’s home oF northern KentuCKY 
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