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In March 2015, Children’s Home of Northern 
Kentucky opened the first – and currently only 
– residential substance use disorders program 
for adolescents battling addiction. The treatment 
building, which was made possible in part by a 
$1.5 million grant awarded to CHNK by the 
state of Kentucky’s Substance Abuse Treatment 
Advisory Committee (SATAC) and which can 
accommodate up to 14 clients at any given time, 
has already served 49 youth. 

We could share countless metrics that show how just in one year, the program has already positively 
impacted the drug epidemic in Northern Kentucky, but we think Audrey – who completed the 
program herself in December – explains the program’s impact best in the below letter she wrote to 
CHNK Clinical Director of Substance Use Disorder Services Steve Durkee.

Fifteen-year-old Audrey came to CHNK in November after having been in and out of hospitals, jail, 
and rehabilitation centers – 19 in total – for nearly five years of her young life.

Dr. Steve, 

I just would like to say “job well done.” You run a great program, the best program I have ever been to. I will 
never forget you and all the other staff members I have met here. … No matter how annoying or crazy us 
kids get, I know that not one staff will ever give up on us. You and every other staff here believe in us, you all 
believe we got what it takes, you all motivate us to do better. And that’s what keeps us going.  

A big reason why us kids make a big change here is because right from the beginning, right from the first day, 
you all show us faith and show us not to be scared to do the things we desire. … With big welcoming arms, you 
all show us not to be hopeless of our future because you let us know it’s not too late. And that’s the best thing 
anybody can do to help somebody who has already given up on themselves. 

I just want to say thank you, thank you all.  

Love, Audrey
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Thanks to our Print 
Communications Sponsors
Our communications 
sponsors underwrite the 
cost of our communication 
efforts - including the 
Homefront newsletter - so 
that CHNK can easily and 
regularly stay in touch with 
you at no cost to the Home. 

Motivated To Do Better
SATAC Grant Helps CHNK Help Youth Like Audrey

Lally Pipe & Tube
Division of LB Industries, Inc.
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Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky 
has a shiny, new website! Visit it now at 
www.chnk.org to get the scoop on all 
things CHNK-related: everything from our 
treatment lines and how to make a referral 
to ways to get involved in our bridge 
building efforts. Thanks to 2060 Digital for 
making our vision for the site a reality!

Check Out Our New Look...
                                    Online
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    For What It’s Wurth...

Team CHNK:

As I begin this brief reflection on a cold, February day, the snow-covered outdoor scene 
on our main campus is calm and quiet. That tranquil scene stands in stark contrast 
to the hustle and bustle, competitive and assertive environment of the presidential 
primaries that have kicked off in our nation.  

One thing is clear in American politics: candidates want to be perceived as “winners.” 
Media outlets have a field day trying to determine who “won” the most recent 
debate. For whatever reason, “winners” tend to attract more followers and gain more 
momentum for the next primary or caucus.  

Thanks to you, CHNK has scored some major wins on behalf of the hundreds of vulnerable youth and families that we serve 
every year. A one million dollar major gift from The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./ U.S. Bank Foundation toward our 
administration building renovations project has empowered us to host more community groups than ever before. Our new 
relationship with Griffin Elite Sports and Wellness has resulted in yoga professional coming to our campus to work with staff 
and our residential clients on mindfulness techniques that have positive effects on treatment. New relationships with agencies on 
both sides of the river are leading to creative employee lease agreements, best-practices information sharing, and creation of social 
movements around community health.  We’ve launched a multi-million dollar capital campaign feasibility study. And, if all that’s 
not enough, CHNK and our proposed new treatment facility at our main campus has been listed as a “top three” priority for the 
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Consensus Committee.  

Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky has achieved multiple new licensure categories in the providing of behavioral health and 
substance use disorder treatment, offering the one and only adolescent residential unit for addiction treatment. We’ve invested 
millions of dollars in capacity building onboarding more highly qualified staff, updating buildings, and creating infrastructure – all 
while enjoying multiple fiscal years of surpluses arising from, in part,  the incredible community support you are providing to this 
historic agency.

These incredible “wins” all have one thing in common. They demonstrate that folks who live in our Northern Kentucky/
Greater Cincinnati region have the ability to put personal gain and self-interest aside in order to lift up those who are hurting. 
These achievements propel this agency to boldly accept new opportunities to address treatment needs for youth and families 
experiencing trauma and adversity.  

Thanks,

Rick W. Wurth 
Chief Executive Officer
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Last summer, CHNK was surprised with a 
donation of 40 pairs of really awesome new 
shoes for our kids, courtesy of Cincinnati shoe 
retailer Unheard Of, owner Philip Lipschutz, 
and Lipschutz’s customers. Little did we know 
that when the holidays rolled around, Philip 
would do another shoe launch to benefit the 
Home – this time resulting in not only 70 new 
pairs of shoes, but also 50 pairs of socks, tons 
of coverage on social media, AND a Twitter 
mention by two-time Academy Award nominee 
Jonah Hill. Super cool, and super appreciated. 

CHNK Campus Managers Bill Marsh and Quentin 
Turley accept the most recent donation of shoes from 
Unheard Of owner Philip Lipschutz (not pictured).
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Bridge-Building Bang 
For Your Buck
It’s the start of tax season, which means that in just a few 
months – or even weeks, for folks who like to file sooner 
rather than later! – tax refunds will start appearing in 
bank accounts. If you’re someone expecting a refund, 
consider donating all or a portion of it to CHNK. Not 
only will you have a direct, immediate impact on the 
abused, neglected, and at-risk kids receiving services 
now, but you’ll be helping yourself later, when it’s time 
to file in 2017 – since CHNK is a 501(c)3 organization, all 
donations are tax-deductible!

Haile Foundation VP Chris Bochenek presents CHNK 
CEO Rick Wurth with the first of four pledge payments 
towards the foundation’s $1 million gift. 

Last spring, The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./ U.S. 
Bank Foundation awarded CHNK a $1 million grant 
to support the Home’s $5.2M renovation of its historic 
administration building. The gift marked the largest 
individual donation to ever be received by CHNK, but it 
was far from being the Haile Foundation’s first show of 
support for the agency. 

Not only has the Haile Foundation been a long-time 
community partner for CHNK, but its namesakes were 
intimately involved with the Home for years prior to 
the establishment of the foundation. Ralph served as a 
member of CHNK’s Board of Trustees in the 1980s, and 
later, as a member of the agency’s Ambassadors Council. 
It was not uncommon for both Ralph and Carol Ann to 
spend time on CHNK’s Devou Park campus. 

“We actually have copies of handwritten notes from Mr. 
Haile, actively seeking funds from his connections in the 
community for the youth in our Home’s care,” shares 
Rick Wurth, CHNK CEO. “It’s both touching and 
powerful that today, representatives of the Hailes’ foundation 
are just as intimately involved in the day-to-day operations of 
the Home and the lives of the youth we serve.” 

As a token of appreciation for the significant grant award, 
CHNK named its fourth floor in memory of Carol Ann’s 
father, Clifford Homan. The space – which was originally 
used as a nursery and later, for storage – has been transformed 
into a multi-use space that can accommodate meetings, 
training sessions, events, and activities in which the youth 
in residential treatment participate, such as holiday parties, 
therapeutic recreation sessions, and educational enrichment. 

CHNK also recognized the Haile Foundation as its 2015 
Bridge Builder of the Year at the annual Shinkle Society 

Soirée. Chris A. Bochenek, Vice President and Senior 
Program Manager for the Haile Foundation, accepted the 
award on behalf of her colleagues. 

“Partnering with organizations like CHNK – organizations 
that are driving transformational change in their 
communities – is our foundation’s goal, each and every day,” 
reflects Bochenek. “So while it was an honor for us to receive 
the award, the greater reward is seeing the positive impact  
of CHNK’s work in the Northern Kentucky community  
and beyond.” 

The partnership between CHNK and the Haile Foundation 
is perhaps the epitome of what it means to work collectively 
as a team towards a common goal – and common good! 
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The kids of CHNK had their best Christmas yet, thanks to the tri-state 
community stepping up to help grant their wishes (and fulfill their 
needs!). Over 25 local businesses, churches, schools, families, and 
individuals came to our aid by holding donation drives on our behalf. 
This kindness generated over $20,000 of in-kind donations, ranging 
from toys and games to clothing, shoes, bedding, and personal 
hygiene items. Whether you bought Christmas gifts, set up a physical 
Giving Tree in your place of business to collect supplies needed 
throughout the year, or partnered with your network of family, 
friends, and colleagues to secure items from our wish list, please 
know that you helped make our holiday season merry and bright!

‘Twas the Season For Giving 

Teaming Up With Local Sports Teams
Cincinnati Reds and Bengals Join the Bridge Building Effort

They might be best known for their actions on the field, but 
for Leon Hall of the Cincinnati Bengals, as well as Cincinnati 
Reds players J.J. Hoover, Devin Mesoraco, and Michael 
Lorenzen, the youth at CHNK now know them just as well 
for their actions off the field. 

In September, Reds relief pitcher J.J. Hoover invited  
youth in treatment to attend a game at Great American  
Ball Park, complete with a private meet-and-greet  
session with JJ prior to the game. Also at this particular  
game, Chevy and Major League Baseball recognized J.J. –  
the Reds’ 2015 nominee for the Roberto Clemente 
Award – with a $7,500 donation to the charity of his 
choice … which happened to be Children’s Home of 
Northern Kentucky!

In December, Reds starting pitcher Michael Lorenzen 
visited CHNK’s Devou Park campus to spend an 
afternoon playing dodgeball with the kids. He also 
shared details of his own childhood, which resonated 
with many of our young residents and served as a powerful 
example of how negative experiences early in our lives don’t 
have to define who we become.

To help ring in the holidays, Reds catcher Devin Mesoraco 
and his wife Kira hosted a pizza and wings dinner for our 
youth, which then segued into a cookie decorating project. 
We’re still not sure which ended up with more sprinkles – the 
cookies or the carpet on our third floor.  They also helped 
Santa finish his Christmas list with some hard-to-find items 
for the kids!

Bengals Cornerback Leon Hall and his wife Emily also got 
in on the holiday action, hosting a party for the kids just 
a few days before Christmas. Leon and Emily have been 

Christmas “regulars” at the Home; for more than five years, 
they’ve assisted with Christmas parties and gifts, including 
participation in the annual “Shop With a Bengal” program – a 
favorite among our residents! 

Most recently, J.J. and Megan-Kate Hoover treated our boys 
to an afternoon of bowling, food, and fun on private lanes 
at Axis Alley in Newport - just a few days before J.J. had to 
report for spring training in Arizona!

Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky loves building bridges 
with our Cincinnati Reds and Bengals! Thank you to everyone 
who helped make these opportunities possible!

CHNK Development Manager Anne Sturgis and  
Reds Pitcher J.J. Hoover accept a check from  
Chevy and MLB in honor of J.J.’s nomination for the  
Roberto Clemente Award.


