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Give the Gift of Hope
A Season for Miracles



Our communications sponsors underwrite the 
cost of our communication efforts – including 
the Homefront newsletter, which reaches over 
10,000 households – so that CHNK can 
easily and regularly stay in touch with you 
at no cost to our Agency. Is your business 
interested in becoming one of our valued 
communications sponsors? Contact the CHNK 
Office for Development at 859.292.4135 or 
development@chnk.org for more information.

Help Us Keep HOMEFRONT Going

Last month, our annual Children’s Success Fund mailer hit mailboxes across the country – and even internationally! 
We’re blessed to have supporters from all corners of the globe who give their first gift of the holiday season to CHNK.

For many of us, the holiday season is a truly joyous time of year – a time to give thanks for our blessings, a time to 
celebrate love and friendship, a time to make special memories with the people who mean the most to us. It’s a season 
for miracles, and it’s a season for hope. 

But for a young survivor of abuse, or a family grappling with a child’s severe behavioral health needs, or a grandmother 
raising her grandchild who was born into addiction, the holidays may feel more hopeless than hopeful.  

By supporting our annual Children’s Success Fund campaign, you can help the 1,500 youth and family members who 
benefit from our therapeutic services each year. This campaign raises unrestricted funds that ensure our kids’ most 
urgent and critical needs are met as they arise. 

Your gift will help us with everything from new shoes to specialized training for our therapists to new therapeutic 
recreation offerings. It will ensure our residential cottages are safe and comfortable for our kids in treatment. It will 
help mobilize our community-based team so that they can reach more kids and families in need of behavioral health 
services. It will allow our substance use disorder team to treat more youth battling addiction. In short, it will give hope.

GIFTS TO THE CHILDREN’S SUCCESS FUND CAN BE MADE IN ONE OF THREE WAYS:
1. By returning the enclosed donation envelope with your check or credit card information
2. By going to www.chnk.org/donate to make your donation quickly and securely online via credit card
3.  By dropping off your donation in person at the Administration Building of our Devou Park campus; 

the building is open Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm

Here’s to a blessed 2017 holiday season for each of us and a 2018 that’s full of opportunity... and hope.

Children’s Success Fund 2017



Friends of CHNK,

I hope this Holiday edition of Homefront finds all of you, our supporters 
and allies, in good spirits as we make our way to Christmas and New Year’s. 
The holidays can be a tricky and emotionally-charged time for all of our 
clients, especially for our residential-based youth in state custody due to abuse 
and neglect. There are approximately 8,500 youth in Kentucky today who have 
been removed from their families due to abuse and neglect. The number is 
staggering and does not appear to be heading downward any time soon. 
More and more kids are spending this Christmas away from the homes they 
once knew.

Client growth is not simply confined to our residential programs. In fact, 
revenues from outpatient services increased over 21% from the year prior. 
Because of this growth in the number of outpatient clients, CHNK has a greater 
demographic and payor mix – now, every 1 in 4 of our clients is commercially 
insured/private pay. Gone are the days when CHNK  was funded simply by state 
contracts for our residential programs.
 
We have truly become a behavioral healthcare provider with a major emphasis  
on school-based and home-based treatment services. Over 1,500 youth and 
family members were positively impacted by CHNK services last fiscal year, 
with the vast majority of those clients in our outpatient division of care. 
Our hope is that these outpatient services will prevent kids from needing 
higher levels of residential-type care and will keep families together versus 
the need for out-of-home care for at-risk youth.

As we approach Christmas and the New Year, I humbly ask that you consider an end-of-year gift to CHNK by using the 
envelope attached to this newsletter. EVERY client at CHNK is subsidized by our fundraising efforts – some more 
than others. One adolescent at our Burlington campus who is in state-custody residential care receives over $29,000 in 
subsidized care during his typical 7-month stay in our treatment program. Because of you, he receives top-tier services 
that far exceed minimal state-mandated treatment standards. We don’t settle for “good enough” at CHNK. We insist 
on excellence. I appreciate the ways you are making the holidays true moments of hope for the kids of CHNK. Their 
futures will be merry and bright because of your decision to care.

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from CHNK,

For What It’s Wurth

Barkley, Rick’s pet Airedale, reminds you 
that Christmas without your financial 
support will be “ruff!”

If you’re age 70½ or older and have an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), you have a unique giving 
opportunity that’s also beneficial to you! Since you generally have to start taking money out of your IRA 
when you turn age 70½, and since there’s typically a required minimum distribution (or RMD), you 
can avoid paying tax on that money if you do a direct transfer from your IRA to CHNK via a qualified 
charitable distribution.

For more information about completing a qualified charitable distribution to CHNK before the end of the 
calendar year, please contact your financial planner or the administrator of your IRA. And don’t forget, the 
last day to take your required minimum distribution this year is Dec. 29!

End of Year Giving in support of CHNK



Giving Tree Project 2017

AirWay Technologies, Inc.
All About Kids Union
Amazon Fulfillment
Bosch Automotive
Braxton’s Cleaners

Camporosso Restaurant
Colonial Cottage

Custom Design Benefits
Data Intensity

DBL Law
Ft. Mitchell Public House

Griffin Elite Sports & Wellness Center
Hebron Chiropractic

Indy Honeycomb
Ipsos

Jeff Wyler Honda
Liquor City

Liquor City Uncorked
Mauri-Lou Dry Cleaners

Mercedes-Benz of Ft. Mitchell
Mubea

NKU Athletics
Noce’s Pizzeria

Oxford Physical Therapy
Reality Tuesday Café

Reminiscent Herb Farm
Salon Concepts
Sherrill Morgan

Skyline (four locations)

Find CHNK Giving Trees at the following businesses this holiday season:

It was the 2011 holiday season and CHNK CEO 
Rick Wurth was picking up his dry cleaning when, 
on a whim, he asked the owner of the business 
if he might be willing to put up a Giving Tree to 
benefit CHNK. Since Santa is always so generous 
on Christmas morning, though, the tree would 
be decorated with gift tags for items that we need 
throughout the entire year – like Tide Pods and 
sheet sets and toothpaste. Customers could remove 
tags when dropping off their dry cleaning and bring 
back the items they purchased the next time they 
stopped in.

This “whim” in 2011 has now grown to include over 
30 businesses that put up trees in support of CHNK! 
And it doesn’t stop there – 12 additional businesses,
schools, churches, and even families are collecting 

items from our wish list this holiday season, and 
through the support of the Biker’s Church, Citi, 
Crossroads Church, Prestige Marketing, REMAX, 
and River Cities Capital Funds, our kids in residential 
care will have a phenomenal Christmas morning. This 
of course does not include the countless number of 
individuals across the community who support the 
gift-gathering efforts through in-kind donations – 
or the generous souls who support CHNK through 
monetary gifts!

So if you find yourself in one of the businesses 
supporting CHNK this holiday season, or someone 
you know shares that they’ve made a donation to 
our agency, please thank them for supporting us! 
Likewise, if you’re not familiar with some of the 
businesses participating in our Giving Tree program, 
maybe it’s time to try out a new restaurant or coffee 
shop or dry cleaner. 



Shop for a Cause This Holiday Season
This holiday season, take care of everyone on your gift list and get all the groceries for your holiday parties 
while also helping CHNK! If you shop at Kroger, Remke Markets, Joseph-Beth Booksellers, or Amazon, 
you can raise money for CHNK simply by making purchases at these retailers.

Kroger: On your computer or mobile device, visit www.kroger.com/communityrewards 
and follow the instructions for registering your Kroger Plus Card in support of 
CHNK. When asked to enter our assigned NPO #, type 82603. Then, every time 
you swipe your Kroger Plus Card when making a purchase, we’ll receive 3% of the 
total - up to $50,000 per quarter. None of your fuel points or e-coupons are affected 
by your participation, so this is a win-win opportunity!

Remke Markets: On your computer or mobile device, visit www.remkes.com/my-
account to register your Remke Rewards Card in support of CHNK. Look for the 
“Caring Neighbors Non-Profit Organization” field on the webpage, and select CHNK 
from the drop-down menu. Then, every time you swipe your Remke Rewards Card 
when making a purchase, we’ll receive 2% of the total!

Joseph-Beth Booksellers: Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky is proud to be 
one of only three Joseph-Beth Gives Back Partners in Northern Kentucky. When 
you join the Joseph-Beth Gives Back Program (their customer rewards program) and 
make a purchase, 1% of the total sale is donated to CHNK. Visit www.josephbeth.
com/givesback for more information (select the Crestview Hills location) or to sign 
up online.

Amazon: By starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com and selecting CHNK as 
your charitable organization of choice, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases to CHNK. 

Ebates: Do you begin your online shopping at Ebates? Did you know that you can 
designate your “Big Fat Check” to be sent to Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky 
each quarter? Simply log in to your Ebates account, go to the “My Account” page, 
select “Big Fat Payment Settings,” and then, under Payment Preferences, click the 
“Want to send your Big Fat Check to someone else?” option.

The Top Ten One of the questions we hear most frequently is, “Other than money, what type of donation 
do you need most?” Here’s our Top 10 list:

1. Retail gift cards (e.g., Target, Amazon, Walmart)
2. Food gift cards (pizza especially!)
3. Fuel gift cards and/or TANK bus passes 
4. Tide Pods and dryer sheets
5. Paper products – tissues, paper towel, toilet paper
6. Disinfectant – hand sanitizer, Lysol Wipes, disinfectant sprays
7. Bath towels/washcloths
8. Khaki pants (boys/men’s sizes)
9. White polo shirts, both short and long-sleeve (boys/men’s sizes)
10. Clear storage containers (all sizes, preferably Sterilite brand)

(All items must be new; we are unable 
to accept gently used/worn donations)
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