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Building a Legacy at CHNK
Leaving a Mark on the Next Generation

Ann Monroe, great-great granddaughter of CHNK founder Amos Shinkle,
and her husband Jim at the 2011 Shinkle Society Gala



“Legacy. What is a legacy? It’s planting seeds in a garden you never get to see.”
- Lin-Manuel Miranda, Hamilton: An American Musical

In a country that’s only 241 years old, it’s somewhat astounding to think that Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky 
has been around for more than half of America’s history. When CHNK first opened its doors in 1882, founder Amos 
Shinkle most likely did not realize the legacy he was setting into motion. According to our Articles of Incorporation 
from 1880, Shinkle simply wanted to “establish, in or near Covington, Kentucky, a home for friendless, homeless, 
unprotected children or orphans.”

Fast forward over 135 years later, and a dedicated team of 120 employees, a Board of Trustees, and a Junior Board – 
along with hundreds of donors and volunteers – continue to support Shinkle’s initial mission through their time, talent, 
and treasure. Our services might look different than they did in the 1880s, and the work is not easy or “glorious” (to 
borrow an adjective that Shinkle’s great-great granddaughter, Ann Monroe, used in a 2011 interview), but addressing 
the needs of youth remains our number one focus. That is our legacy, and we’re excited to shine a spotlight on three 
individuals who have been driving forces in keeping our legacy alive and thriving.

The great-great granddaughter of our founder Amos, Ann 
Monroe inherited his philanthropic heart. Well known 
and well-loved in the Greater Cincinnati/Northern 
Kentucky region, Ann and her husband Jim engaged with 
multiple nonprofits as both donors and volunteers, but 
Ann always stayed close to CHNK. Supporters of CHNK 
for decades – literally – Ann and Jim were the epitome of 
what it means to be servant leaders.

In recent years, Ann and her family visited our Devou Park 
campus regularly and attended our annual Shinkle Society 
Soirée, named (of course) in honor of her great-great 
grandfather. In fact, Ann received our very first Bridge 
Builder of the Year Award. She once shared, “It sends 
shivers up my spine to think what Great, Great Amos 
might be thinking about HIS home and those of you who 
make it such a great place.”

Ann’s wicked sense of humor and fascinating stories of her 
family’s history made her a favorite visitor of our CEO 
Rick Wurth. 

“Ann never lost her sense of humor, even while 
understanding the hurdles that life can bring,” Rick 
remembers.

Ann stealing the microphone from CEO Rick Wurth at the 
2012 Shinkle Society Gala to reassure guests that no, she 
“did not personally know her great-great grandfather.”

In 2011, Ann agreed to be interviewed for CHNK’s first 
ever video. She talked at length about Amos and his legacy 
both in the community and among his family. She also 
spoke passionately about the need for all of us to work 
together to help youth in need. An updated version of this 

BUILDING A LEGACY AT CHNK

A Legacy of Giving
Ann Monroe



Ann with son Spence at a 2011 family brunch on the front 
veranda of CHNK’s historic administration building.

first video is now available for viewing on the homepage of 
CHNK’s website (www.chnk.org).

Ann passed away in September 2016 at the age of 89, but 
her spirit and that of her legendary ancestor Amos can still 
be felt in the halls of CHNK, as we continue to serve the 
youth they so highly valued and loved. The generosity of 
Shinkle and his descendants has – and will continue – to 
impact thousands of youth who come to CHNK’s doors 
when they are most vulnerable and most in need.

Residential Treatment Specialist Tom Miller began building 
his legacy at Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky over 
thirty years ago. Initially part of a third-party security team 
hired to monitor our Devou Park campus and ensure the 
safety of all residents and staff, Tom quickly fell in love with 
the kids and the mission of the agency. 

Tom officially joined the CHNK family – and specifically, 
the residential treatment team – on May 5, 1988. Well-

loved by colleagues and our young residents alike, Tom 
credits the agency’s dedication to diversity and the influence 
of his personal mentors as the motivation behind his success 
and his deep connection to CHNK, its staff, and its clients.
 
“What I’ve done for the agency is only a fraction of what 
the agency has done for me,” Tom shared, recalling the first 
time he acted as the agency’s Santa Claus during the holiday 
season. The impact of this gesture on the youth in CHNK’s 
care – the joy and wonder it brought them – helped solidify 
his purpose and passion for promoting the agency’s mission 
of providing hope and opportunity to children and families. 
“I’ll be here until the kids push me in a wheelchair,” he said 
with a smile.

Residential Treatment Specialist Tom Miller, with 30 years of 
service, is the most tenured employee at CHNK.

Throughout his tenure at CHNK, Mr. Miller has witnessed 
immense growth and change both in our programs and 
personnel. And while change can be difficult for anyone, 
Tom approaches it with an open mind and a positive 
attitude, serving as a powerful example to younger and less 
experienced team members of how to gracefully navigate 
the changing needs of the agency, the community, and our 
young clients.
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“I never wanted to change the world,” Tom reflected, “but 
I can make a change in a child’s life day by day. What 
I have tried to teach them, I hope they pass on to their 
children.”

So, how would he like to be remembered?

“I’d like to have a memorial brick out there with my name 
on it,” Tom shared, referencing a brick walkway on our 
Devou Park campus. “I’ll have my ashes put underneath 
it and the kids can come by and water me every once in 
a while.”

Eight years ago, Union, KY resident Nhien Lange joined 
CHNK’s Junior Board. The official volunteer arm for 
our agency, the Junior Board focuses its attention on the 
youth in our residential treatment program, and its role 
is two-fold: to fundraise in support of our young clients’ 
therapeutic needs and to spend invaluable one-on-one 
time with them. Nhien fulfilled both roles exceptionally 
well.

Nhien jumped into her role as a Junior Board member with 
gusto and ambition, averaging several hundred volunteer 
hours a year – literally – to furthering our mission. She 
served as President of the Junior Board for two of her eight 
years and in an advisory Immediate Past President role for 
another before deciding it was time to “retire” at the close 
of our most recently concluded fiscal year (June 30, 2017). 

Nhien interacted with over 700 clients during her time on 
the Junior Board, consistently showing genuine interest, 
care, and concern for each of them. She modeled for them 
behaviors that they needed to master in order to recover 
from past trauma and choose positive coping mechanisms. 
These youth found in Nhien a constant and dependable 
source of permanency and protection.

“Nhien personifies selfless love to me,” Junior Board 
member and Immediate Past President Dorothy Walsh 
Ripka shared. “She is always putting the needs of others 

Recently “retired” Junior Board member Nhien Lange dedicated 
eight years - and thousands of hours - to CHNK youth.

before hers, and she has been an inspiration to me 
personally.”

The success of the Junior Board’s annual Charity Ball in 
recent years is also due in large part to Nhien’s leadership 
and project management skills. Consistent gross revenues 
in the ballpark of six figures is not easy when your entire 
“work force” is composed of volunteers. And that revenue? 
It directly supports the therapeutic recreation program at 
CHNK, which is entirely funded by private donations. 

“I originally joined the board simply hoping to spend a 
few hours a month volunteering,” Junior Board President 
Elect Megan Bayless said. “But working with Nhien made 
me realize the need for more engagement and dedication. 
Because of Nhien, I’ve been motivated to give all of my 
heart and ambition to helping CHNK succeed as a best-
in-class organization.”

The Junior Board’s legacy at CHNK began 82 years ago, 
and it is no question that the founding members would 
be thrilled to see the level of dedication that Nhien so 
generously gave to CHNK and the wider community 
while simultaneously living out her vocation of business 
professional, mother, and wife.
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Friends of CHNK:

When our agency was first established in 1882 to provide critical 
services to orphans and families in crises, there were absolutely 
zero dollars given by state or federal sources.  Each dollar raised 
for the original Home in Covington was given by individual 
men and women, families, local churches, and businesses. 
Because of the investments made by these donors, CHNK 
established a firm foundation to serve our community’s most 
vulnerable sisters and brothers in times of great distress.

This summer issue of Homefront salutes those in our midst 
today who contribute to the legacy established by those 
pioneers from the 1800s. Make no mistake about it. These 
are women and men just like you who look major obstacles 
such as childhood trauma, abuse, neglect, addiction, and 
adolescent health illnesses square on. They know they 
can’t do everything.  But, they also know that they can 
do something. In this issue, you’ll meet Ann, Nhien, and 
Tom – three human beings who said, “I can do something 
to help.”

They – and you – are the reason why Children’s Home of 
Northern Kentucky continues to constantly evolve and 
grow, responding to ever-changing needs throughout this 
region and beyond. You are giving youth opportunity 
and hope. You are a bridge to a better future. You are 
part of the CHNK legacy.

For What It’s Wurth
A Word from CHNK CEO Rick Wurth

Amos Shinkle
CHNK Founder

CHNK is the result of one man’s vision to provide a safe haven for children in need. Now, generations 
later, CHNK continues to provide safety and care for hundreds youth who have experienced abuse, neglect, 
addiction, and other trauma. In 2011, as CHNK experienced a renewal of mission, focus, and energy, the 
agency followed in their founder’s footsteps by launching the Shinkle Society, a premier giving circle for 
CHNK that focuses on our most significant and urgent needs. Membership in the society is awarded to 
individuals or businesses making monetary gifts totaling $5,000 or more to CHNK over the course of a fiscal 
year (July 1 through June 30). Members receive advance notice of major agency accomplishments, access to 
special VIP and agency events, and the sense of purpose that comes with knowing the investment has a direct, 
immediate impact on youth and families in crisis. We are honored to have 45 individuals and businesses in 
the Class of 2017 Shinkle Society.

To learn more about the society and to view a list of members,
visit www.chnk.org/get-involved/shinkle-society.

Class of 2017 Shinkle Society
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View our new video NOW on CHNK’s YouTube channel (ChildrensHomeNKY) or at www.chnk.org.
Special thanks to Michael Holder of Holder Creative, LLC for the beautiful work!
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