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Take Action in Support of CHNK

Our communications sponsors underwrite the 
cost of our communication efforts – including 
the Homefront newsletter, which reaches over 
10,000 households – so that CHNK can easily 
and regularly stay in touch with you at no cost to 
CHNK. Is your business interested in becoming 
one of our valued communications sponsors? 
Contact the CHNK Office for Development at 
859.292.4135 or development@chnk.org for 
more information.

Help Us Keep HOMEFRONT Going

The month of April marks Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month and gives us, as a community, the 
opportunity to reflect on how we can provide safety and comfort to hurting children – either directly or 
through organizations like CHNK who make it their mission to build bridges to hope and opportunity for 
these youth. This month, we encourage you to consider taking action in support of CHNK through one of 
the following activities:

 1.  Purchase a $25 raffle ticket for a chance to win a bottle of Van Winkle Special Reserve 12 Year 
Bourbon. Only 500 tickets will be sold, so don’t wait – buy your ticket now either online at 
www.vanwinkleraffle.com, in person (M-F between 10 and 4 at our Devou Park campus), or by 
mailing a check to CHNK Development Office, 200 Home Road, Covington, KY 41011. All proceeds 
will support our treatment services.

 2.  Join the #DuffleShuffle movement to make sure that children in out-of-home care don’t have to 
use trash bags for their belongings. The inaugural DuffleShuffle campaign generated over 750 duffle 
bags last year and countless hygiene products, art supplies, bedding, and other much-needed items for 
youth in foster care. But there’s more shuffling to be done! Visit www.duffleshuffle.org to get started 

on the 2018 effort!

3.  Donate to our online Everything But the House auction between now 
and April 13. This is a great way to clear out some of the clutter in your attic 
or basement while supporting CHNK in the process! For more details, visit 
PARTNERS.EBTH.COM/CHNK

A special thank you to our 
print communications sponsor:



In one way or another, Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky has addressed childhood trauma since its founding in 
1882. Our predecessors might not have used terms like “substance use disorder” or “adverse childhood experience,” but 
the realities then are the same as now. Children who witness violence, experience abuse, have addicted parents, or who 
live in an environment of extreme poverty have significantly higher odds of developing mental and physical health issues. 
In fact, years of research show direct correlation between adverse childhood experiences and adult depression, heart 
disease, addiction, and suicide.

As President of the Board of Trustees at CHNK, I see firsthand the impact that CHNK has on youth and families right 
here in the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky region. Gone are the days of CHNK operating as a traditional 
orphanage; make no mistake, the CHNK of today is a savvy, sophisticated behavioral health services organization that 
annually impacts over 1,500 youth and family members.

In this edition of Homefront, you’ll learn about two of CHNK’s newest services available to youth grappling with 
behavioral health and mental health needs – day treatment/partial hospitalization and psychiatric residential treatment. 
These services are in addition to the organization’s existing outpatient and residential treatment lines that span three 
campuses and have reached youth in 44 counties across the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

This work of CHNK is more important than ever before. According to recent statistics from the National Institute of 
Mental Health, 1 in 5 children in the United States has or will have a debilitating mental health disorder, such as     
              anxiety, depression, or attention deficit/ hyperactivity disorder. But only half of

youth in need of mental health care receive treatment. 

I take this opportunity to thank CHNK’s many supporters and benefactors for 
helping CHNK continually evolve to meet the complex and widespread needs of 
the youngest members of our community. Our trauma-informed, family-focused 
efforts are having impact. And I have no doubt that by all of us working together – 
board members, staff, volunteers, donors, and community partners – we will arrive 
at CHNK’s vision of every child being safe, healthy, and loved in a supportive and 
nurturing environment. 

Gratefully,
Robert Hawksley
President, CHNK Board of Trustees
CEO, Fischer Homes

Evolving to Meet Community Need

New Treatment Lines = New Look!
You may start noticing a new look for CHNK when we’re 
talking about treatment services. To better communicate 
the types of services we now offer, we’ve adopted a new logo 
that will be popping up whenever we’re sharing program 
information with the wider community. We’ll be referring to 
ourselves as CHNK Behavioral Health, and the logo will 
look like the one on the right. But if we’re talking about 
the agency in general, it’ll be business as usual – Children’s 

Home of Northern Kentucky. Same impactful services, just 
a new look!



Launching New Treatment Lines to Increase Community Impact
Growth and change is the name of the game if you’re in 
the behavioral health industry. So it’s a good thing that as 
a trauma-informed organization, CHNK not only knows 
how to pivot and adapt to change, but also how to use it to 
our advantage.

The days of CHNK operating as an orphanage are long gone 
and even the residential program for youth in state custody 
is no longer our primary treatment line. But we continue to 
be seen by some in the community as a one-trick pony. The 
reality could not be further from the truth. 

CHNK’s treatment lines have grown and evolved in direct 
response to community need. Last year alone, CHNK’s 
treatment services impacted over 1,500 youth and family 
members (e.g., mom, siblings, grandpa, foster parent) across 
this region and beyond. Those impacted took part in either 
our outpatient or residential services, or in some instances, 
both. The benefit of CHNK’s full continuum of care is 
that we’re able to meet the child and family wherever they 
are in their treatment needs – whether it’s 24/7 residential 
care, intensive outpatient therapy sessions, or school-based 
interventions. 

This ability to quickly pivot as community needs change 
has also uniquely positioned us to expand our treatment 
services further:

Day Treatment Services
One of our most successful partnerships has been with 
Covington Independent Public Schools (CIPS). In 2014, 
CHNK and CIPS joined forces to launch a therapeutic 
day school at our Devou Park campus. The school, which 
marries academic services and therapeutic services for high-

risk populations of middle and high school students, has 
been recognized by the Kentucky Board of Education 
for three consecutive years as an “Alternative Program of 
Distinction.”

Capitalizing on that success, CHNK launched Day 
Treatment Services for elementary school age youth in 
February, also in partnership with CIPS. On any given 
day, up to ten elementary school students from CIPS 
schools attend class in a dedicated building on our Devou 
Park campus – separate and distinct from the therapeutic 
day school. A full-time elementary teacher and teacher’s 
assistant provided by CIPS educate the students using a 
curriculum that meets Kentucky education standards. And 
a full-time therapist, case manager, and treatment specialist 
provided by CHNK complement the academic services 
with behavioral health services.

“This approach to education creates an environment in 
which students with behavioral health needs can better 
manage anxiety, emotions, problematic behavior, and 
mental illness while still engaging in learning,” explains 
Crystal Leugers, Director of Outpatient Services at CHNK. 
Approximately 1 in 5 children in the United States has or 
will have a debilitating mental health disorder. Because 

CHNK’s treatment services
impacted over 1,500
youth and family members

Call 1.844.YES.CHNK

Do you or someone
you know need help?



Launching New Treatment Lines to Increase Community Impact
children spend the majority of their time in school, schools 
play a critical role in supporting students with mental 
health disorders and providing safe, non-stigmatizing 
environments.

Psychiatric Residential Treatment Services
This March, CHNK also began operating as a Psychiatric 
Residential Treatment Facility (PRTF) for youth diagnosed 
with complex mental health conditions. These are children 
who require an intensive, clinical setting for treatment 
but do not require hospitalization. Often these youth 
are transitioning from a psychiatric hospital but need to 
practice and strengthen skills they are learning before they 
return home or to a foster care environment. PRTF care 
is also considered when a child’s family does not feel they 
are able to assure their child’s safety or the safety of other 
family members in any other environment, such as at 
home or in school.

PRTF care is designed to offer a short term, intense, 
focused mental health treatment program. The end goal 
for this type of care is a successful and permanent return 
of the client to his family and community. While longer 
in duration than most other levels of care, psychiatric 
residential care is typically shorter than if the youth were 
hospitalized. The average length of stay in a PRTF is three 
to four months. 

Currently, there are only 11 PRTFs in active operation 
across the Commonwealth; before CHNK began offering 
this service last month, none were in Northern Kentucky. 
As a result, Northern Kentucky youth in need of PRTF 
care had to go as far as Owensboro or Louisville even 
though they resided in Boone, Kenton, or Campbell 

counties. CHNK is the only Behavioral Health Services 
Organization in Northern Kentucky currently licensed to 
provide these services.

 

“We’ll also be able to continue to serve youth who are in 
out-of-home care but who have been designated as ‘hard to 
place’ by the Department for Community-Based Services,” 
explains CHNK Chief Programming Officer Kelly Rigger. 
“Nearly 100 Kentucky youth in out-of-home care need 
a level of care that only a PRTF can provide. The team 
here at CHNK will be able to reduce the symptoms that 
often have caused these kids to require out-of-home care 
in the first place, or that have prevented them from being 
successfully placed into a foster home.”

To learn more about CHNK’s treatment services, visit our 
website at www.chnk.org. Or, to see if CHNK might be 
the answer to a behavioral health issue in your own family, 
call our team at 1.844.YES.CHNK.

1 in 5 children in 
the United States 
has or will have a 
debilitating mental 
health disorder

CHNK TREATMENT SERVICES
Has it been awhile since you’ve familiarized yourself with our services

for youth and their families? We currently offer:
• Addiction Treatment 

• Day Treatment/Partial Hospitalization (elementary school students)
• Therapeutic Day School (middle and high school students)

• Intensive Outpatient Services
• Targeted Case Management

• Psychiatric Residential Treatment
• Private Child Care (PCC) Residential Treatment (for youth in state custody)



200 Home Road • Devou Park • Covington, KY 41011

859.261.8768   |   www.chnk.org   |   info@chnk.org

Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky is partnering with our friends at 
Everything But The House to put a new spin on fundraising by auctioning items donated by you.

Proceeds generated through the online EBTH auction will support the expansion of our behavioral 
health services for youth who have experienced abuse, neglect, addiction, or other trauma.

BID FOR A CAUSE
AN ONLINE AUCTION TO BENEFIT

CHILDREN’S HOME OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Bid in the Online Auction April 26-30!

www.ebth.com/sales


